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an Oxford Professorship of Divinity. The
change was due to no alteration in Hampden's
teaching, which had always kept well within
the lines of the Church : it was due to recog-
nition of the fact that he was an opponent
of the Oxford school. For the most part the
Evangelical bishops were sensible as well
as devout, and left agitation to the rank and
file of their party. But there were exceptions,
and sometimes even the wiser erred, as did
Sumner of Winchester when he repeated the
mistake of Marsh of Peterborough. Keble
was beneficed at Hursley in the Winchester
diocese, impregnable in his freehold. Bishop
Sumner refused year after year to ordain his
curate, an excellent man named Young,
to the priesthood. This time the error
alleged was not Calvinism, but a doctrine of
the Eucharist which now (so rapidly do
standards shift) is a commonplace of the
theological colleges. Like other schools before
it, that of Oxford was saved from suppression
by the security of the benefice. Bishops,
representing the best wisdom of the generation
that was passing away, though hostile were
harmless, and the advocates of the new idea,
when they entered upon independent parish
work, could persist in recommending it
to their parishioners till it became first